Our Fantastic Emotions. By G. KENDRICK SLADE, B.Sc. Pp. xii + 179. 1923 . London: Kegan Paul, Trench, Trtibner & Co., Ltd. Price 6s. 6d. THIs book is described a.s an attempt to suggest a fresh standpoint from which to view human activities. There is a foreword by Dr. S. Ferenezi, of Budapest, and the author has made use of Ferenezi's work on the development of the sense of reality. In his preface he states that he wishes his views to be regarded as suggestive rather than dogmatic, as indicatina a possible viewpoint rather than a chain of evidence, and asserts that this book is an attempt to link together the old and new psychologies.
The old school regarded human activities objectively, and therefore essentially more precisely than the new school, who have undertaken the consideration of unconscious activities, the nature of which can only be inferred from an analysis of their tangible results. It is pointed out that the final justification for the choice of inference depends on collateral support from widely differing fields of investigation, such as folk lore, mythology, fairy tales, wit, poetry, errors of speech and morbid pathology. Primarily, the position of psychology among the sciences is discussed. Freud's two principles, the pleasure-paini a.nd the reality principle, are then dealt with. In this book the author has viewed the psychic processes from a somnewhat one-sided standpoinit. Ile has undertaken a big task in attempting an analysis of emotional psychology from the material furnished by the various schools of thought, yet anly such attempts are to be welcomed by students of psychology. There is much that is suggestiv,e in the contents.
